[Benign or malignant thrombosis of the jugular vein? - Differentiation with colour-Doppler sonography].
Thrombosis can lead to physical impairment and cost-intensive investigations. In some cases, a thrombosis is caused by infiltration of an adjacent tumour. It is therefore important to differentiate between a benign or malignant thrombosis. We report the case of a woman with a malignant thrombosis of the jugular vein. She was hospitalised for suspected malignant disease of unknown origin. Her family doctor had made the diagnosis of a "partially organised thrombosis". At sonography, vessels with an arterial blood flow were detected in the thrombus. A carcinoma of the thyroid gland was therefore suspected and confirmed by histology. This case report demonstrates that the differentiation between a benign and malignant thrombosis is possible with colour-Doppler sonography.